from the Indian subcontinent. Further, Venkataraman & Krishnamoorthy (1998) estimated that there were 120 species of Ostracoda from freshwater and marine habitats, which included 24 genera and four families, but there was no comprehensive list. Therefore, based on the review of published data in Baird (1859) , Gurney (1907) , Klie (1927) , Arora (1931) , Brehm (1950) , Hartmann (1964) , Deb (1972 Deb ( , 1973a Deb ( ,b,c, 1983 , Victor & Michael (1975) , Victor & Fernando (1979 , 1981 , Battish (1978 Battish ( , 1981 Battish ( , 1998 , Harshey & Victor (1983) , Harshey & Shrivastava (1983) , Gupta (1984 Gupta ( , 1988 Gupta ( & 1991 , Harshey & Srinivasan (1984) , Harshey et al. (1987) , Harshey & Patil (1988) , Harshey (1996 Harshey ( , 2008 , George (1993) , Jayasree et al. (1994) Venkataraman (1999) , Patil (2002) , George & Martens (2002 , 2003 , 2004 , Patil & Talmale (2005a ,b, 2012 , Karanovic & Reddy (2008) and Harshey & Thilak (2011) , we compile a checklist of Indian Ostracoda and discuss their status.
In the present review of Indian freshwater ostracods, we list 152 valid species belonging to 39 genera, five families and two super families (Tables 1,2) . Further, the status of the uncertain species is marked with hash sign (#) in the checklist. It is found that 50 species reported from India have been synonymised (Martens & Savatenalinton 2011; Karanovic 2012) and their current valid nomenclature is also given in Table 3 .
Literature reveals that there were several new species described in the past few decades from the Indian subcontinent by various workers, but the descriptions of most of the species seem to be insufficient to give the status of new species. Although most Indian taxonomists emphasized carapace morphology in ostracod identification, recent studies highlight that, in fact, soft parts morphology was crucial for their proper systematic placement. It was also observed that most of the species reported from India lack voucher and type locality information, which additionally contributes to the instability of the current Ostracoda nomenclature and validity of the species. Hence, the present checklist uses the type locality information provided in Karanovic (2012) .
Freshwater faunal studies of Indian Ostracoda are limited and scattered, when compared to the global studies. In fact, the studies in this country are confined to a few states like Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan, and a few parts of Delhi. India is one of the biodiversity rich countries in the world. The oriental region is the hotspot of ostracoda diversity with 200 species, of which 83% are endemic (Martens et al. 2008) and nearly 58% of the species are endemic to India within the oriental region. This study emphasizes the need for further detailed investigation to confirm the validity and status of the majority of ostracod species reported from India. Klie, 1932 Subfamily: Cypricercinae 13. Astenocypris papyracea (Sars, 1903) 14. Bradleycypris vittata (Sars, 1903) 15. Bradleystrandesia dani (George & Martens, 1993) 16. Bradleystrandesia mollis (Furtos, 1936) 17. Bradleystrandesia parva (Hartmann, 1964) 18. Bradleystrandesia reticulata (Zaddach, 1844) 19. Bradleystrandesia trichurensis (Victor et al., 1980) (Klie, 1938) 62. Hemicypris arorai (Battish, 1981) (George & Martens, 1993) 98. Chrissia biswasi (Deb, 1972) 99. Chrissia canaliculata (Hartmann, 1964) 100. Chrissia dyalpurensis Battish, 1998 101. Chrissia fasciculata (Daday, 1910 102. Chrissia formosa (Klie, 1938) 103. Chrissia fuelleborni (Daday, 1910) 104. Chrissia goddeerisi (George et al., 1993) 105. Chrissia halyi (Ferguson, 1969) 106. Chrissia hislopi (Ferguson, 1969) 107. Chrissia humilis (Klie, 1932) 108. Chrissia humilis indica Hartmann, 1964 109. Chrissia khopoliensis (Deb, 1983) 110. Chrissia krishnakantai (Deb, 1972) 111. Chrissia spinosa (Tressler, 1937) 112. Herpetocypris ludhianensis Battish, 1982 113. Humphcypris sewelli (Klie, 1927) 
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